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motive to be kept straight. He is playing for heavy
stakes, and we cannot hold out too strong a threat
of infamy and suffering, if our aim is simply to pre-
vent the crime. But neither, if we consider him
from the purely moral point of view, would it be fail-
to argue that he was a better man than the pick-
pocket, because the plunder which tempted him was
greater. The opposite, I fancy, would be true. He
shows a callousness to human suffering, and an
amount of deliberate hypocrisy and treachery which
proves him to be not only the more dangerous, but
the more thoroughly corrupt of the two. The two
ends of providing a sufficient counterpoise and of
punishing the woi\st men most severely, would, there-
fore, coincide in this case also ; and the argument
that the greater temptation implies less wickedness
is plainly inapplicable.

Without going further into this, which may briefly
indicate some of the perplexities involved, I may
mention certain cases in which there seems to be a real
divergence of the two principles. There are cases in
which the temptation may be fairly held to lessen guilt,
and in which punishment has, notwithstanding, been
made severer in consequence. The criminal law of
the last century, For example, imposed a penalty of
death upon persons who stole certain kinds of pro-
perty left in specially exposed positions. The ease